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Who Are FORT-VI?
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encourage the re-purposing of unused Vancouver Island rail lines as multi-use trails

preservation and protection E&N Railway corridor
continuous multi-use Active Transportation network connecting communities and

First Nations




Island Corridor Foundation

* Formed in 2003 registered as a charity

14 First Nations and 5 Regional Districts

contractual relationship with Southern Rail of Vancouver Island
(Svi)

preserve and use the Corridor

to connect and benefit all Island communities and First Nations
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(207 km from Langford to Courtenay)



Current ICF Board Member

Stz’uminus FN position vacant

* Corridor Transects Reserve Lands

*



SOUTH ISLAND TRANSPORTATION STRATEGY

Highest Priority

Active Transportation

BC Transit Bus Lanes

Lowest Priority

$595 Million

Only 1,130 estimated daily passengers for 2020
$500,000 per daily passenger

No mention of rail in the
report anywhere north of
Langford!



Island Rail Corridor Condition Assessment
(BC MoTI Report April 2020)

assessment and cost analysis

do not include

Costs are for Coastal Corridor only — Langford to Courtenay
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e S377 Million* Coastal
Corridor

® S145 Million Parksville to Port Alberni

® S595 Million
Victoria to Langford



With

MUCH HIGHER COST




- THERE WILL BE NO



Victoria (CRD)

Duncan (CowVRD)

Chemainus-Ladysmith
(CowVRD)

Nanaimo (RDN)
Parksville (RDN)

Qualicum (RDN)
Courtenay (CmxVRD)

E&N

Friendship

Cowichan Valley

Regional
Coombs (7 km)

School Connector
E&N

12.5

1.3
9.5

8.0

Not on coastal
corridor

6.0
2.5
27.3



Victoria to Langford
E&N - Total

Victoria to Langford
E&N — Phase 3

Nanaimo (Franklyn)

Saltair Trail

Qualicum
(Hemsworth)

Coombs

Chemainus

6 Bridges

Millstream Ck

Not built due to high
costs

1 Culvert crossing

Upgrade of existing
trail

No bridges

2 road crossings, no
bridges

$36.0

$3.6

$6.4

$1.7
$0.35

$3.8
$2.23

17.4

1.0

2.0

4.3
1.4

7.0
7.4

$2.1

$3.6

$3.2

$0.40
$0.25

$0.54
$0.30
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Not Needed if Trail Built on Rail Bed!



$36M = $2.1M per km

$378 Million of taxpayer money!









Cowichan Valley “Rail to Trail” Example

26 km of unused rail bed
converted to multi-use trail

Entire Cost was $0.8 million = Only $30,000 per km













Benefits of Trails

Connectivity
settlements corridor 11 km apart
distances are readily travelled on a bike e-bike

* Slopes less than 3%

BC Tourism Strategy
* Support people and communities
* Sustainably grow the local and visitor economy
* Respect nature and environment

Numerous opportunities for businesses - tourism,
commuter, outdoor...

physical and mental health benefits of outdoor exercise



Public Transit Directions

* BC Transit fully electric bus fleet by 2040

new BC Transit bus purchases after 2022 to be electric

could purchase over 300 electric buses!



Greenhouse Gases — Climate Change

banned the sale of internal combustion cars

* Electric semis emerging alternative for short-haul
freight
Volvo, Daimler, Tesla, etc

* No economic viability to electrify island trains
trains would run on fossil fuels



We Have an Opportunity to Think Differently

* Mining and forestry declined or disappeared
GHG effects
* Active transportation e-bikes
* Technology electric vehicles virtual workplaces
Decision makers highly commended
protecting the rail corridor it is time to embrace a more

forward-thinking use of the now derelict rail bed







Pennsylvania GAP — “Great Allegheny Passage”

* Similar in length and settlement pattern

1 Million visitors a year



DEADLINE MARCH 14, 2023



* THE FEASIBILTY STUDY BEGINS (working on a great PLAN B)

To be completed by January 31, 2023



Views Along
the Corridor

Finlayson Arm



Bright Angel Park
Cobble Hill



Mount Prevost

Duncan



Green Lake

Nanaimo



Nanoose Bay



Englishman
River



Tsable River
Trestle



Just Like Mom'’s Bakery, Union Bay



Current status near Shawnigan Lake



What Can You Do?




Get Connected with FORT-VI

www.fortvi.ca

follow us on Facebook and Twitter
subscribe to our newsletter
> Become a FORT-VI member

donation


http://www.fortvi.ca/

